
New Mexico Volunteers 
for the Outdoors Overview 

May 2022 

1 5/3/2022 



Thank you FOSM!!! 
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NMVFO 
    Serving New Mexico Since 1982 
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Embudo Canyon, 1982 

Valle de Oro NWR, 2022 



Rain (Snow) or Shine 
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Sycamore Canyon Trail 
CDT Alternate 

Gila NF, Joint Project 
NMVFO, Gila BCH, CDTC 

March, 2022 



NMVFO History 

Issued 1984 – Writer/Editor – Guess who? 

 Founded 1982 
 Part of the National Volunteer Project 

• Appalachian Mountain Club 
Initiative 

• Richard King Mellon Foundation 
Grant 

5 5/3/2022 



NMVFO History 
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NMVFO history (1982 – 1985) by Larry Benson 
available for download at nmvo.org 

Steering Committee mtg, 4/23/82 



Our Mission 
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NMVFO is: 
 an inclusive 
 all-volunteer 
 action-oriented 
 non-political 
 nonprofit organization 

 
We promote involvement and education of the public in the 
maintenance, improvement, and stewardship of New Mexico's 
public lands. 
 
We specialize in constructing and improving trails and other outdoor 
facilities to increase outdoor recreation opportunities in New Mexico 
for all, as well as enhancing wildlife habitat and protecting the 
environment. 
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 Attended Central Rockies Wilderness Volunteer Workshop 
• Our issues and challenges are similar to other volunteer organizations 

o Attracting and retaining members and volunteers 

o Continuity of operations 

o Spreading the workload 

o Fundraising 

 Meeting the Challenges 
• Strategic Plan Goals: 2020 - 2023 

o Strengthen our membership 

o Improve our business operations 

o Improve our field operations 

o Renew and expand our partnerships 

 

 

 

 

Challenges 
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… and most importantly our Volunteers, our Members, 
and Viewers Like You 

NMVFO Supporters 
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Who We Work With 
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NMVFO Collaboration Initiatives 

Working with Furman University Cougar 
Project in the Aldo Leopold 

 Conducted trail survey 
 Cleared 70+ trees on Spud Patch Trail  
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       El Palacio (Winter edition, 2018) 

 Puerto Nambe Project (August 2019) 

   DD 

NMVFO in the News 

12 5/3/2022 

Dalton Creek, SFNF 
October, 2021 



Recognition 
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        We Strive for Project Diversity 
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Where We Work 
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Gila Natl Forest 

Datil Well 

Sugarite SP 

Manzano Mtns 

Sevilleta NWR 

Valle de Oro NWR 

Magdalena Mtns 

Santa Fe Natl Forest 

San Pedro Parks 

ABQ Open Space 

Guadalupe Ruin 

Carson Natl Forest 
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2021 – Year in Review 

Completed 32 Projects 
• 33 miles of trail maintained 

• 1.5 miles of new trail 

• .75 miles of trail closed 

• 700 deadfall removed from trails 

• 16,000 ft2 native grass seed spread 

• 300 trees planted 

• Jemez campsites cleaned 

• Improved Perea Nature Trail 

• Reconstructed a wildlife viewing shelter  

149 volunteers 
• 82 new volunteers 

• 4758 hours – equivalent to apprx. $129.4K 
 (Reference: Independentsector.org) 
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2021 – Year in Review 

 Our board and team leaders volunteered  1358 hours ($37K) for planning, 
administration, logistics, and other tasks to sustain the organization. 

 18 volunteers attended our 2-day classroom and hands-on field training 
workshop. 

 20 participants earned Wilderness First Aid certification taught by USFS 
staff. 
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5 volunteers attended 
our Women’s Trail 
Workshop on ABQ 
Open Space trails 
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     We Provide Equipment 
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We Provide Training 

Classroom Trail Workshop and Field Trail 
Workshop 

Completed March 2022 with ABQ Open 
Space 

To be scheduled: 
 Women’s Trail Workshop 
 Wilderness First Aid & CPR 
 Sawyer Classes 
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      2022 Project Schedule 
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 Eight projects and two workshops completed as of April ’22 
 17 additional projects planned through October ’22 
 ‘Add-on’ projects allowed 



     2022 PROJECT SCHEDULE 

Check nmvfo.org for 
the latest 2022 

Volunteer Project 
Opportunities 
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Eating hearty meals prepared by camp cooks ... 

Benefits of working with us 
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...relaxing around a campfire at sundown 
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  Some Closing Thoughts…. 

Thank you for the opportunity to tell our story 
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Try ‘our’ beer 

Volunteers always welcome 

Questions???? 



.…and Finally….. 
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Start doing your Monsoon Rain Dances!!! 


