


The mission of the Sandia 
Mountain Natural History Center 

is to work within New Mexico 
communities to develop an 

ecologically literate citizenry.



Background

• Site owned by Albuquerque Public Schools
• Programming run by New Mexico Museum of 

Natural History and Science
• Established in 1967
• Museum involvement started in 1993



Facility
• 128 Acres

• 8 miles of trail

• 6 buildings

• 10 outdoor classrooms

• Rebuilt in 2018-19

• main buildings off grid

• photovoltaic electricity & hydronic heat



Staff
7 Paid Staff
• 4 State employees
• 3 APS
• 12 Volunteers
    



Ecology Field Program

•  15,000 people a year
•  4.5 hours
•  Intro, hike, lunch, activity, wrap up
•  Mostly 5th grade
•  Standards based



Outreach

State wide
Funded by State Parks
Over 3,000 taught last year
Taught in Wild areas near school



Public Programs
Serve about 1,000 a year
Only days SMNHC open to public



Why does Environmental Education 
matter?

Studies have shown outdoor education programs:
• Improve classroom behavior
• Help control the symptoms of ADHD
• Increase test scores
• Increase student motivation to learn
• Lowers incidences of childhood obesity & diabetes
• Fosters a sense of stewardship



Current & Past Research/Science at 
SMNHC 

• Camera Traps
• Burn area monitoring
• Hair Snare survey
• Bio Blitz/ City Nature Challenge
• Bear Collar
• Collections
• Weather



Camera Traps





Forest Health
• Dendrochronology
• Tree Banding
• Burn area monitoring



Banding



Burn Area Monitoring



Weather





Scat & Hair Collection/DNA Testing





Bio Blitz/ City Nature Challenge
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Species by Taxa - SMNHC 8/2012

Mammals
Reptiles
Birds
Trees & Shrubs
Arthropods
Grasses, Flowers, & Cacti
Fungi, Lichens & Parasites



Bear Collar







Collections/Museum







● Over 200 
videos

● 20 Counties
● Please like and 

Subscribe!

https://www.youtube.com/@smnhc1


