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MONDAY

49/26
Sunny

WEDNESDAY

56/30
Sunny

Yesterday 0.00"
Month to date 0.08"
Normal MTD 0.12"
Year to date 0.41"
Normal YTD 0.48"

Feb. 16 Feb. 24 Mar. 3 Mar. 10

Moonrise 7:45 a.m.
Moonset 6:52 p.m.

Today Hi Lo W
Denver 33 17 sn
Dodge City 46 29 mc
Durango 36 12 ss
El Paso 53 35 sh
Flagstaff 33 12 ss
Fort Collins 35 11 sn

Today Hi Lo W
Prescott 40 17 ss
Provo 34 19 pc
Pueblo 35 20 sn
Salt Lake 36 22 pc
San Angelo 70 46 sh
San Antonio 69 57 sh

Today Hi Lo W
Alamosa 33 9 sn
Albany 58 35 sh
Anchorage 36 25 rs
Asheville 67 51 sh
Atlanta 69 59 sh
Atlantic City 52 44 mc
Baltimore 64 48 sh
Bend 44 29 s
Billings 40 22 pc
Biloxi 68 60 sh
Birmingham 69 57 sh
Bismarck 30 14 mc
Boise 43 28 s
Boston 57 39 mc
Brownsville 80 68 mc
Buffalo 48 31 sh
Burlington, VT 52 34 sh
Casper 32 18 sn
Charleston, SC 62 57 mc
Charleston, WV 64 45 sh
Charlotte 70 57 mc
Cheyenne 31 13 sn
Chicago 41 30 pc
Cincinnati 61 37 sh
Cleveland 54 32 sh
Columbia, SC 74 58 mc
Columbus, OH 60 35 sh
Concord, NH 51 34 mc
Coos Bay 57 43 pc
Dayton 59 34 sh
Des Moines 44 28 pc
Detroit 48 29 mc
Duluth 31 20 ss
Eureka 55 42 pc
Evansville 57 41 mc
Fairbanks 24 7 mc
Fargo 33 19 mc
Fresno 55 36 pc
Grand Rapids 38 26 mc
Great Falls 35 21 s
Green Bay 36 22 mc
Greensboro 69 54 sh

Today Hi Lo W
Miami 77 71 pc
Milwaukee 39 26 pc
Minneapolis 35 25 pc
Missoula 33 19 pc
Nashville 68 49 sh
New Orleans 75 63 mc
New York City 56 44 mc
Nome 24 15 cl
Norfolk, VA 70 53 sh
North Platte 38 23 mc
Omaha 43 28 pc
Orlando 78 61 pc
Palm Springs 64 44 s
Pendleton 46 30 pc
Pensacola 70 62 sh
Philadelphia 58 44 cl

Today Hi Lo W
Seattle 48 42 mc
Shreveport 65 52 sh
Sioux Falls 38 27 mc
Spokane 41 30 mc
Slt Ste Marie 33 26 ss
St. Louis 50 34 mc
St Petersburg 75 61 pc
Syracuse 57 34 sh
Tampa 80 63 pc
Topeka 49 32 pc
Tulsa 55 40 mc
Washington, DC65 47 sh
Wichita 50 33 pc
Wilkes-Barre 59 37 sh
Wilmington 73 56 pc
Yuma 64 43 s

Today Hi Lo W
Calgary 34 12 mc
Caracas 77 66 ra
Casablanca 65 58 ra
Copenhagen 35 33 rs
Dakar 76 72 s
Dublin 47 39 ra
Edmonton 29 15 sn
Frankfurt 55 49 ra
Freetown 85 78 pc
Guadalajara 81 50 pc
Guayaquil 86 76 ra
Havana 80 67 s
Helsinki 19 5 pc
Hong Kong 63 54 ra

Today Hi Lo W
Mexico City 78 58 s
Montreal 40 34 ra
Moscow 11 -14cl
Nassau 74 69 ra
New Delhi 73 48 s
Osaka 53 35 ra
Oslo 17 10 sn
Panama 90 73 ra
Paris 50 48 ra
Quebec 37 34 ra
Quito 64 50 ra
Reykjavik 31 21 pc
Rio de Janeiro 86 74 ra
Rome 60 53 ra

Yesterday Hi Lo Prcp
Alamogordo 57 43 0.00
Albuquerque 46 24 0.00
Carlsbad 58 43 0.00
Chama 34 12 0.09
Clayton 49 28 0.00
Clovis 55 29 0.00
Deming 55 35 0.00
Española 36 22 Trace
Farmington 38 26 0.07
Gallup 39 17 0.08
Grants 41 22 0.00
Hobbs 55 46 0.00
Las Cruces 58 39 0.00
Las Vegas 45 21 Trace
Los Alamos 36 22 Trace
Moriarty 39 18 0.00
Raton 47 18 0.00
Roswell 56 39 0.00
Ruidoso 46 32 0.00
Santa Fe 41 22 0.00
Silver City 51 31 0.00
Socorro 53 32 0.00
T or C 55 32 0.00
Taos 36 17 0.01
Tucumcari 54 27 0.00
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Extremes in the 48 contiguous states
High: 86 in McAllen, Texas   Low:-10 in Grand Lake, Colo.

Today Hi Lo W
Santiago 91 68 s
Seoul 42 23 pc
Singapore 85 75 ra
Stockholm 26 18 sn
Sydney 74 68 ra
Taipei 60 53 mc
Tel Aviv 62 50 ra
Tokyo 50 39 ra
Toronto 49 41 pc
Vancouver 40 38 ra
Vienna 56 45 pc
Vladivostok 28 12 cl
Warsaw 41 35 cl

Today Hi Lo W
Islamabad 69 47 s
Istanbul 59 51 s
Jakarta 90 79 ra
Jerusalem 56 44 ra
Johannesburg 88 59 ra
Kabul 57 44 s
Kingston 81 66 ra
Kinshasa 93 74 ra
Kyiv 33 31 rs
Lima 82 76 mc
Lisbon 59 54 ra
London 50 46 ra
Madrid 49 44 ra
Manila 88 76 s

Today Hi Lo W
Acapulco 84 72 pc
Amsterdam 52 48 ra
Athens 62 52 mc
Auckland 78 66 ra
Baghdad 68 60 ra
Bangkok 96 81 ra
Beijing 41 26 s
Berlin 48 40 ra
Bermuda 63 60 pc
Bogota 68 52 ra
Brussels 55 48 ra
Budapest 61 51 cl
Buenos Aires 84 76 ra
Cairo 70 51 s

Today Hi Lo W
Pittsburgh 61 37 sh
Portland, ME 46 37 mc
Portland, OR 50 37 pc
Providence 55 39 mc
Raleigh 72 56 mc
Rapid City 36 20 ss
Reno 39 19 s
Richmond 69 51 sh
Sacramento 58 37 s
Salem, OR 50 38 pc
San Diego 61 43 pc
San Francisco 60 45 s
San Jose 60 38 s
San Juan, PR 78 67 pc
Santa Fe 35 20 ss
Savannah 72 57 mc

Today Hi Lo W
Hartford 56 38 ra
Helena 32 19 s
Hilo, HI 77 63 sh
Honolulu 80 66 sh
Indianapolis 50 33 mc
Jackson, MS 72 57 sh
Jacksonville 77 58 mc
Juneau 36 32 ra
Kansas City 48 33 pc
Key West 78 72 pc
Klamath Falls 44 27 pc
Las Vegas 55 36 s
Little Rock 63 45 sh
Los Angeles 62 42 s
Louisville 62 42 sh
Memphis 64 48 sh

Today Hi Lo W
Sedona 43 27 ss
Show Low 36 17 ss
St. George 48 27 s
Telluride 26 6 ss
Tucson 48 35 sh
Winslow 46 21 ss

Today Hi Lo W
Grand Junct. 44 18 mc
Houston 71 63 sh
Lubbock 53 33 mc
Midland 65 40 s
Okla. City 55 38 mc
Phoenix 57 38 sh

Today Hi Lo W
Alamosa 33 9 sn
Amarillo 49 30 mc
Austin 68 56 sh
Boulder 33 15 sn
Colo. Springs 30 16 sn
Dallas 62 50 sh

Sunrise 6:58 a.m.
Sunset 5:43 p.m.

Friday's high 46°
Friday's low 24°
Normal high 53°
Normal low 29°
Record high

69° in 1976
Record low

2° in 1929

THURSDAY

58/33
Sunny

TUESDAY

53/29
Sunny

SUNDAY

45/24
Breezy

TODAY TONIGHT

42 27
Snow Showers Snow Showers

The last in a series of storm systems is 
moving across the area today. This is a 
colder storm so light accumulations will 
be seen in some of the lower elevations; 
however, the brunt of the heavy snow 
will be across the higher terrain. Off and 
on snow showers today, mixing with rain 
at times. This storm will exit eastern New 
Mexico Sunday, making for cold and 
breezy conditions in our area. Much 
milder conditions as we move through 
next week.

Wind: SSW 10 MPH

KOAT 7 WEATHER. NM’S CERTIFIED MOST ACCURATE

On Feb. 10, 1978, as much as eight inches of 
rain drenched Southern California, resulting in 
widespread flooding and mudslides. The heavy 
rainfall produced a wall of water that ripped 
through the mountain resort community of 
Hidden Springs, drowning at least 13 people.

At 6:40 p.m., look close to a far WSW horizon for 
Saturn paired up with a wire thin crescent Moon. 
While binoculars may be needed to spot Saturn, 
any optical aid presents the Moon- lit only 1%- in 
all its youthful glory. Saturn is in conjunction with 
the Sun Feb. 28th.

Weather Key: s-sunny, cl-cloudy, 
fg-fog, hz-haze, mc-mostly 
cloudy, pc-partly cloudy, ra-rain, 
rs-rain & snow, sh-showers,
sm-smoke, sn-snow, ss-snow 
showers, t-thunderstorm

Northern Mountains
Today: Cold. Mostly cloudy. A 
chance of snow showers in the 
morning. Snow may be heavy at 
times in the afternoon.

Rio Grande Valley
Today: Mostly cloudy with a 
chance of snow and rain showers. 
Snow accumulation up to 1 inch. 
Highs in the lower 40s.

Western Mtns.
Today: Mostly cloudy. A chance of 
snow showers in the morning. 
Snow accumulation of 1 to 3 
inches. Highs in the lower 30s.

Eastern Plains
Today: Breezy. Partly cloudy with a 
20 percent chance of rain showers. 
Highs in the mid 50s.

Southern N.M.
Today: Partly cloudy. A chance of 
snow showers with a slight chance 
of rain showers in the afternoon. 
Breezy with highs in the upper 40s.
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                                            NET                        1YR
TREASURIES   LAST PVS   CHG   WK  MO QTR AGO

8.50
8.50
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5.38
5.38
4.63

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

LAST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

3-month T-bill 5.40 5.39 +0.01 s s t 4.76
6-month T-bill 5.29 5.27 +0.02 s s t 4.94
52-wk T-bill 4.87 4.85 +0.02 s s t 4.89
2-year T-note 4.48 4.45 +0.03 s s t 4.48
5-year T-note 4.14 4.12 +0.02 s s t 3.87
7-year T-note 4.17 4.15 +0.02 s s t 3.79
10-year T-note 4.18 4.15 +0.03 s s t 3.66
30-year T-bond 4.37 4.35 +0.02 s s t 3.73

Interestrates

The yield on the 
10-year 
Treasury note 
rose to 4.18% 
Friday. Yields 
affect rates on 
mortgages and 
other consumer 
loans.

InterestRates

                             HIGH            LOW            CLOSE        CHG       %CHG       YTD

Crude Oil (bbl) 76.84 76.22 +0.81 +7.2
Heating Oil (gal) 2.96 2.89 +2.54 +16.1
Natural Gas (mm btu) 1.85 1.92 -3.65 -26.5
Unleaded Gas (gal) 2.34 2.34 -0.11 +11.3

FUELS                       CLOSE       PVS      %CHG     %YTD

Gold (oz) 2,023.30 2,032.20 -0.44 -1.9
Silver (oz) 22.53 22.57 -0.16 -5.6
Platinum (oz) 878.20 894.00 -1.77 -11.7
Copper (lb) 3.69 3.71 -0.53 -5.0
Aluminum (ton) 2,182.00 2,189.75 -0.35 -6.4

METALS                    CLOSE       PVS      %CHG     %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.85 1.84 +0.46 +6.3
Coffee (lb) 1.96 1.89 +3.97 +4.3
Corn (bu) 4.29 4.33 -0.98 -9.0
Cotton (lb) 0.92 0.89 +3.01 +13.3
Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 552.00 550.50 +0.27 +1.5
Orange Juice (lb) 3.74 3.84 -2.61 +16.7
Soybeans (bu) 11.84 11.94 -0.84 -8.5
Wheat (bu) 5.97 5.89 +1.40 -5.0

AGRICULTURE          CLOSE         PVS    %CHG     %YTD

Commodities
Natural gas 
prices slumped 
3.7% while 
heating oil 
jumped 2.5%. 
U.S. crude oil 
closed higher 
while wholesale 
gasoline was 
nearly 
unchanged. Gold 
and silver prices 
inched lower. 

(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)

                                    NAT'L        WK     6MO    1YR
CONSUMER RATES       AVG        AGO    AGO    AGO

48 month new car loan 7.87 s 7.66 7.69 7.30
Money market account 0.49 r 0.49 0.48 0.56
1 year CD 2.64 t 2.65 2.64 2.56
$30K Home equity loan 9.96 s 9.89 9.89 9.41
30 year fixed mortgage 7.16 s 6.91 7.02 7.46
15 year fixed mortgage 6.59 s 6.32 6.39 6.67

DOW 38,734.28 38,567.90 38,671.69 -54.64 -0.14% +2.61%
NASDAQ 16,007.29 15,831.76 15,990.66 +196.95 +1.25% +6.52%
S&P 500 5,030.06 5,000.34 5,026.61 +28.70 +0.57% +5.38%
Russell 2000 2,010.77 1,984.11 2,009.99 +30.29 +1.53% -0.84%

Sandia Peak Ski Area reopens
BY ROZANNA M. MARTINEZ
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Skiers and snowboarders can once 
again take to the slopes on the Sandia 
mountains.

Sandia Peak Ski Area is up and 
running after a significant hiatus. It 
is the first time the ski area has been 
open since 2022.

Lift 3 will provide access to top-to-
bottom skiing beginning at 9 a.m. 
Saturday. Opening weekend will 
feature a “first chair” event at the 
bottom of Lift 3 at 9 a.m. All skier 
services including ski school, food 
and beverage and rentals will be 
available. Food and beverage options 
and rental equipment quantities are 
limited, according to a news release 
from Mountain Capital Partners.

Sandia Peak Ski Area will be open 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday. The ski area also 
will be open for Presidents’ Day, Feb. 
19, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., according to 
the news release.

Skiers will have access to 300 ski-
able acres on 35 trails with begin-
ner-friendly access being limited.

“The reopening of Sandia Peak 
was never an ‘if’ but a ‘when’ for this 
team,” Scott Leigh, Sandia Peak and 
Mountain Capital Partners project 
manager, said in the news release. 
“And we are tremendously proud 
to give skiers and snowboarders in 
Albuquerque and throughout the 
region the freedom to ski.”

Sandia Peak Ski Area lift tickets 

will start at $79 on Saturday and 
Sunday. Select dates throughout the 
season will be available starting at 
$19. All tickets, ski school lessons 
and rentals must be pre-purchased 
online at sandia.ski. Guests ages 12 
and younger can sign up for Power 
Kids, which is a free season pass that 
provides unlimited access to Sandia 
Peak plus Mountain Capital Partners’ 
additional 11 ski areas and bike parks.

Sandia Peak Ski Area is also intro-
ducing a new season pass lineup 
that’s headlined by Mountain Cap-
ital Partners’ flagship product, the 
Power Pass. Power Pass Core guests 
will get unlimited access to Sandia 
Peak, Sipapu and Pajarito, with lim-

ited access at Purgatory Resort and 
other ski areas.

All season passes will be avail-
able to use for the remainder of the 
2024 season and the entire 2024-2025 
season.

In Fall 2023, Sandia Peak Ski Com-
pany announced a joint venture 
agreement with Mountain Capital 
Partners for the operation of Sand-
ia Peak Ski Area. Mountain Capital 
Partners recently said it will assume 
both ownership and management of 
Sandia Peak Ski Area. Sandia Peak is 
the company’s third New Mexico ski 
area, bringing the total portfolio to 14 
ski, bike and golf resorts across the 
Southwest, Oregon and Chile.

COURTESY OF JAY BLACKWOOD

Sandia Peak Ski Area is back open starting Saturday. The ski area had been 
closed since 2022.

Pin detached during Virgin Galactic spaceflight
BY RYAN BOETEL
JOURNAL BUSINESS EDITOR

An alignment pin detached 
from the launch pylon of Virgin 
Galactic’s VMS Eve mothership 
during the company’s most recent 
spaceflight from Spaceport Amer-
ica in southern New Mexico.

The company announced that 
it discovered the issue during a 
post-flight review of the “Galac-
tic 06” spaceflight last month. The 
company notified the Federal Avi-
ation Administration on Jan. 31.

It was the company’s first space-
flight of 2024 and its eleventh 
overall.

There were four commercial 
customers onboard the flight.

“At no time did the detached 

alignment pin pose a safety 
impact to the vehicles or the crew 
on board. Virgin Galactic flights 

occur in restricted airspace and 
at specific geographical launch 
locations that control the hazards 

to people or structures on the 
ground,” Virgin Galactic said in an 
announcement Friday. “The com-
pany also observed no damage to 
the spaceship or the mothership.”

Virgin said in a news release that 
the pin helps ensure the spaceship 
is aligned to the mothership when 
the vehicles are connected on the 
ground before the flight. During 
the flight, the pin helps transfer 
drag and other forces from the 
spaceship to the shear pin fitting 
assembly and into the pylon and 
center wing of the mothership.

Virgin said that is will provide a 
further update later and confirm 
the flight window for the “Galactic 
07” spaceflight, which is planned 
for the second quarter of 2024.

Virgin Galactic previously 
said it will soon suspend space-
flights from the southern New 
Mexico facility and instead focus 
its resources on making its next 
generation Delta spaceships.

The Delta spaceships are 
expected to start making test 
flights next year and commercial 
flights in 2026.

The last few month’s have been 
turbulent for Virgin. Last year, 
the company laid off 18% of its 
workforce, including 73 employ-
ees in New Mexico

Ryan Boetel is the business editor for the 
Albuquerque Journal. He can be reached 
at 505-823-3960 or rboetel@abqjournal.
com

CHANCEY BUSH/JOURNAL

VMS Eve, Virgin Galactic’s mothership, with the six-passenger VSS Uni-
ty spaceship attached to its wings, sits inside the hanger at Spaceport 
America in southern New Mexico.


