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Our speakers
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Mike Coltrin is a physical chemist by training and was a member 
of the technical staff of Sandia National Laboratories for 37 years 
before his retirement in 2017. He has enjoyed hiking in the Sandia 
Mountains for more than 40 years and is the author of the Sandia 
Mountain Hiking Guide. He created the Friends of the Sandias 
website serving as a member of the FOSM board of directors and 
webmaster from 2005 to 2021.

John Holmes is the third of five children born to David and Arlene 
Holmes. He grew up in Albuquerque and enjoyed countless hours 
exploring the Sandia Mountains with his dad. His professional 
career was spent in the jewelry business in Albuquerque. 



Chance Encounter Inspired Mike Coltrin
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David’s Impressive Excel Database

September 2, 2025 4



David Francis Holmes
1933-2025

5September 2, 2025Albuquerque Journal, 8/3/25



Albuquerque Holmes Family Home Since Early 1950s
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• Family residence -
Albuquerque

• Place of work - Kirtland 
AFB 

• Weekend home away 
from home - Sandia 
Mountains



David’s Vocation - Electrical Engineering
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David’s Passion – 
Sandia Mountains 
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• Hiked every canyon and trail
• Blazed and mapped new trails
• Located aircraft crash sites
• Took lots of photos

Crest highway in 1959

South Peak navigation aid

Cessna 210 crash site

TWA crash site

A-17 engine in arroyo

CCC shelter on Embudito Trail

GPS track to crash site



David’s Passion – 
Sandia Mountains 
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• Used his engineering skills 
to become self-taught 
expert on flora and fauna

• Note the detail and artistic 
talent in this one-of-many 
plant descriptions



David’s History of 
Sandia Mountains
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• Seven dense typewritten pages of events 
from 300 million years BCE to March 2018

• Describes historical events that shaped 
the culture of the mountains
• Refers to completion of Faulty Trail 

sections (1974-2007)
• Describes forest fires and insect 

infestations
• Describes aircraft crashes and sites 

Describes other deaths in mountains 
(falls, exposure, …)

• Mentions Hiking and Field guides 
• Subtle mention of Medallion Trees
• Will post on FOSM website



David Blazed Faulty and 
North Faulty/Mystery Trails
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“Notch” Rock on Faulty Sign on North Faulty Blaze on North 
Faulty

David’s hand-drawn map of 
North Faulty



David Cored Trees on 
Both Sides of Mountains
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• Started coring in 1990s
• Cored over 150 trees by February 

2008
• Installed 80 steel, aluminum, and 

brass medallions
• Installed 22 Trail Blaze (TB) 

medallions



David’s Coring Tools and Results
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Tree Cores Donated to Science
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• Given to Thomas W. Swetnam, 
Regents Professor of 
Dendrochronology, Emeritus

• Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research, 
University of Arizona, Jemez 
Mountains Tree-Ring Lab



Medallion Trees Located Across Sandias
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Some Trees Have Fared Better than Others
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1st Frankfurter Tree
Penasco Blanco Trail Brooklyn Bridge Tree 

Penasco Blanco Trail

Capt. Kidd Hanged  Tree 
FaultyTrail



Some Medallions 
Missing or Stolen
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Original medallion Jamey Browning’s near-
exact replica

Someone’s not-so-exact 
replica

Original medallion Someone’s not-so-exact 
replica

• David feared this would 
happen.

• Replicas installed (and 
stolen) in some cases.



Google Search Yields Lots of Hits
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News Articles Have Fed Public Interest
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Facebook Group has 174 Members
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One Searcher’s Scorecard
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Tree numbers based on Version 36 of database 



Another Searcher’s Record of his Finds
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A Third Searcher’s 
Record of his Finds
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• Collage given to Sam Beard by a 
friend who found and photographed 
at least 74 medallions.

• Photos taken between 2010 and 2015
• References Version 36 of the 

database
• Note Sam’s expression of thanks to 

David Holmes at bottom right.



Forest Service Recognizes Medallion Trees

September 2, 2025 25

Robert II Medallion on Display in Sandia 
Ranger Station

Faulty Trail Sign Pointing to Santa Fe Trail Tree

Planned Sign on Rerouted North Faulty Trail 
Pointing to Medallion Tree



David’s Interests Extended Beyond Sandias
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Lateral Cambial Growth 
Cessation in Malpais

Twisted-grain tree in Malpais

Medallion tree in 
Malpais

Plaque at Malpais 
Crash Site

Debbie Holmes Graham at 
Malpais Medallion Tree



Questions?
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David Francis Holmes
1933-2025



Backup Slides
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Sandia Crest Highway Then and Now
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Crest highway in 1959

1959 Photo by David Holmes 2025 Photo by John Holmes
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Most Medallion Trees Near Trails



Malpais Medallion Tree Site
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