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Our speak

ers

Mike Coltrin is a physical chemist by training and was a member
of the technical staff of Sandia National Laboratories for 37 years
before his retirement in 2017. He has enjoyed hiking in the Sandia
Mountains for more than 40 years and is the author of the Sandia
Mountain Hiking Guide. He created the Friends of the Sandias
website serving as a member of the FOSM board of directors and
webmaster from 2005 to 2021.

John Holmes is the third of five children born to David and Arlene
Holmes. He grew up in Albuquerque and enjoyed countless hours

exploring the Sandia Mountains with his dad. His professional
career was spent in the jewelry business in Albuquerque.
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Chance Encounter Inspired Mike Coltrin
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ot Dave Holmes is a long-time hiker of the Sandia Mountains, whom [
d met on Penasco Blanco Trail several years ago. He has covered all of the
EE;;' ground discussed here every year for the past forty years, or so. Dave has
mai patiently described nooks and crannies all over the mountain and sent
gzij me off to find them. He has also given me many firsthand accounts of his-

pat
meo

o torical events related to the trails, old newspaper clippings, and beauti-

fulo

*1 ful old photographs of the mountain. I appreciate the knowledge that he

hikir ¥ i
o has passed on to me and will try to preserve it.

M
obtained from a compilation by Bob Julyan in the new Field Guide to the
Sandia Mountains (see Additional Reading). I also appreciate Bob's advice
on the content and revisions of this manuscript. [ have benefited from his
interest and experience.
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David’s Impressive Excel Database

A B o o E F G H

November 4, 2006
Version ¥33 Medallicn
: ;Elevation Trell Name Metal | 2Additional Description

8,655 : Penasco Blanco Trall | : Aluminum
Penasco Blanco Trall | Aluminum

. B~ 1966 TB2

The Robinson Crusoe Tree, Rescue of A Selldrk Inspired Defoe's novel,

i L2 L Trail
B80S ila Lz Trall Aluminum
7,794 ila ez Trall 1378 Aluminum

Whitewash Trail
South Crest Trall

Robert [I Crowned King of Scotland, Grandson of Robert the Bruce, GD~1371,
Pimon Pine, 2000 Data, TREE B5

South Crest Trail
South Crest Trall

Aluminum

Aluminum: 1.
Brass

mlet Tree, GO~ 1601, Pimyon Pine, 1998 Data, Tree 12 bbies Spring Trall, on riaht side of trail near large Cholla Cactus

36 Mozart's Fh;symphony'r GD~1764, 013 : o : Faulty Trail et Aluminum trzil as you hike north up the hill about 50 yards, easily seen from trzil
37 , 064 : : :

d GO~ 1541, 033
39: Phosphorous Tree, GD~16609, 763

Aluminum
Aluminum
Aluminum

, GD~1757, 142
65 041

Faulty Trall
7,530 iFaulty Trail

Aluminum

4B8:Binomizl Th Tree 7, GD~1663 Wery clost to Hudson Bay madsllk
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David Francis Holmes
passed away June 29, 2025.
He was born May S, 1933, in
Pottstown, Pennsylvania and
grew up in Douglasville, PA.
Dave is survived by his be-
loved wife of 72 years, Ruth
Arlene Holmes, their S chil-
dren, Debra Holmes Graham
(Rick), Susan Holmes Foor
(Jim), John Holmes (Isabel),
Dennis Holmes (Nicole) and
Gael Holmes Hofemeier,
along with 10 grandchildren,
21 great-grandchildren, and
his first great-great-
grandchild, who is on the way.
During the Korean War, Dave served in the U.S. Army at
Sandia Base in Albuquerque. He and Arlene loved New
Mexico and made Albuquerque their lifelong home.
After he left the service, Dave attended UNM, where he
earned a BS in Electrical Engineering in 19685,
graduating with distinction. He spent most of his career
working for the Air Force Weapons Lab at Kirtland Air
Force Base, including the Airborne Laser Lab. Dave
retired in 1996.

Dave and Arlene took their children on wonderful
vacations, visiting all the lower 48 states and many
national parks and monuments. They continued to travel
the US after the kids grew up, visiting most state high
points over the years.

Dave hiked the Sandia Mountains for more than 65
years. He became an expert on the plants, geology, and
history of the Sandias and was a friendly presence to
those he met on the trails, greeting them with a smile
and always ready to share information about the moun-
tains.
He was a curious, intelligent man, a lifelong learner, and
a passionate hiker and steward of the Sandias. Many of
us have benefited from the work he performed on trails
throughout the mountains and from his interest in
Sandia Mountains trees, which culminated in the Medal-
lion Trees project.
Within the family, he was a mentor and always ready to
help when needed. We grieve his loss and will keep him
in our hearts always.

The family celebrated his life in a private gathering.

David Francis Holmes
1933-2025

Albuquerque Journal, 8/3/25 September 2, 2025




Albuquerque Holmes Family Home Since Early 1950s

Family residence -

Albuquerque
Place of work - Kirtland

AFB

Weekend home away
from home - Sandia
Mountains
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David’s Vocation - Electrical Engineering

University Student
!Given Scholarship

A Western Electronic edu-
cational funds scholarship of
$125 has been awarded to
David F. Holmes, ajunior

!mujoring in electrical engi-
neering at the University of
New Mexico,

The funds are being used
for Holmes’ educational ex-
penses during the spring
semester, He was selected
for the award by a faculty
scholarship committee of the
electrical engineering depart-
ment and the UNM scholar-
ship committee.

Holmes, his wife and four
children reside at 316 General
Bradley, NE.
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A delightful and very instructive movie was premiered by Joe Geary and
David Holmes, Air Force Weapons Laboratory, Kirtland Air Force Base.
The oscilloscope displayed synthesized fringe patterns with known values of
third-order aberrations convolved with x-y tilt and piston for phase shifting.
Both as an instructional tool illustrating the effect of aberrations on fringe
patterns and as a method for the analysis of fringe patterns by direct com-
parison with the synthesized pattern, this technique is most valuable.
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David’s Passion
Sandia Mountains

Hiked every canyon and trail
Blazed and mapped new trails
Located aircraft crash sites
Took lots of photos

TWA€rash site:

- CCCshelter on --= o\ d]tO Trhll

;

.j "v--’- - O

v
.\yv

R e y S AETGPSH rack to crash 51te

Seuth Peak navigation:aid

II;I MEMORY OF :
TERRY CHAPMAN
JOE ROBERTSON
MARK VALVERDE

JANUARY 20, 1999
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David’s Passion -
Sandia Mountains

« Used his engineering skills
to become self-taught
expert on flora and fauna

* Note the detail and artistic
talent in this one-of-many
plant descriptions

K]

LILIACER POLY PETALOUS , HYPOGEMOUS V2 JuLy (9

€ ALO CHORTUS GONISON | | | S PL#45 | VS
GEM BESCR: LILY WITH Showy FLOWER, 3 LARGE SPREADIUG PETALS, LAkCE-
LIKE YEllotw AUTHERS., DEUSE GLALDULAR PORBESCENT AREAS AT BASE OF
PETALS

LOCATION: TOP oF MC-HOBBIES TRAIL , = G200FT, QLo COMMOK OA) UPPER
Levels OF CREST TRAIL,

STEM: 35-40 o/ TALL, FROM CORM % 3" BClow SORFACE |, coRM 115 con AM
OVoID R Cent LoMG, LIGHT PINKE folDR OUTER SMOOTH SURFACE . CovsERED
WATH DARK BRAL Mok RETICULATE SCARIOUVS CousRk. R FLESNY. QUrsk LAYeRsS
WITH DEUSE WNITE CORE NAVKG 3 PRIJIXALT RINGS,
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20,000,000BP  Rio Grande rift began to develop in response to extensional forces within the earth’s crust

10,000,000BP  Sandia Mtns began to form on the castern edge of the Rio Grande rift.

10,000BP Sandia Mtns were much the same as they are today. Sandia Man Cave was occupied by early hunters. Bones of
mammoths, mastodons, camels, & bison were reported to be found embedded in the cave floor sediments.

® [ ]
1313 Tijeras Pueblo inhabited until it was abandoned by 1370, The site was reoceupied from 1300 to 1425
1680 Pueblo Indian Revolt: At least 5 Spanish mines in the Sandia foothills, which included the Montezuma Mine, were in
operation at the time. The Spanish used Indian slaves fram Cochiti, San Felipe, Santa Domingo, & Sandia Pueblos to

work the mines. The Indians sealed and hid the mine entrances after the revolt

[ ] , [ ]
Iile:Sandialiv.doex SANDIA MOUNTAIN EVENT SUMMARY Rev: 16 Mar 2018
300,000,000BP  Future site of the Sandia Mountains is below sea level at the bottom of a shallow sea

1706 Albuquerque founded by Governor Francisco Cuerva Valdez in honor of Duque de Alburquerque.
. 1711 What is now known as the “Elena Gallegos Land Grant” was awarded to Captain Diego Monloya
) S d t tt f t 1748 Massive fires in Southwest U.S. Very dry year in Sandias with only 20% of normal tree ring growth.
eve n e n Se eW r] e n a e S O eve n S 1763 Settlers locate in Carnuel, abandoned in 1770 due to Apache raids; resettled in 1819,
1767 Las Huertas (later Placitas) was occupied by settlers; abandoned in 1774 & reoccupied by 1840

from 300 million years BCE to March 2018 | i i etmiisin M v pmso e seosas s

18197 or 18227 A great fire burned many trees in the Sandias. 1819 & 1822 were dry years in the Sandias & therefore likely fire

L] L] L] yem . i -
» Describes historical events that shaped e by 2t o i S
Creek.

the culture of the mountains WL s SR S S ST

1826 or later Canoncito was settled by Juan Nuanes et al.  Apache attacks slowed growth. More settlers arrived in the late 1850s.

. . 1828 Placer Gold discovered in Ortiz Mtis; may have intensified mining interest in Sandia Mtns.
» Refers to completion of Faulty Trail B S Aot sl oy b+ g 70l o S e
1846 Mexico relinquishes control of New Mexico to the United States
° 1851 Massive fires in Southwest U.S.  Mildly dry year in Sandias with 80% of normal tree ring growth.
Sect] Ons (1 974- 2007) 1853, 10 0ct  Dr Bigelou & Jules Marconi did the first recorded climb to the Sandia Crest summit
1858 U.S. Army made a dirt wagon road through Tijeras Canyon to replace a narrow horse trail.
1861 Massive fires in Southwest U.S  Start of 3 very dry years in Sandias with-about 30% of normal tree ring growth

[ ] [ ] [ ] s 3
 Describes forest fires and insect LIS 0 R T TN S 2™y o~

1867 - 1903 A railroad grade was surveyed and possibly constructed through Tijeras Canyon but then abandoned in 1903

.i n festa t.i O n S 1870 éigm Skinner “The San Antonito Lumber King™ opened a large saw mill in the vicinity of Doc Long Picnic

1874,27 June  Charlotte Ellis was born in Joliet Il She collected plant specimens & documented much of the flora of the Sandia
. . . Mtns in the early 19005 She lived at the Ellis Ranch in Las Huertas Canyon
L] D b ft h d t 1879 Massive fires in Southwest U.S,  Start of 2 very dry years in Sandias with about 70% and 20% of normal growth.
e SC r] eS a] rC ra C ra S es a n S] es 1881 Pipeline (15 miles long) constructed from Sandia Mtns to supply water for the placer mines near the San Pedro Mtns.
Source of the water was a small dam below the Las Huertas P.G.. A road was built from Placitas to the dam site when

° o o o ds s % 3 %
Describes other deaths in mountains Gy Jepescm il Keiwwe s EMTLS G ppl GINR RO ETRE |

1892 Puerto Nambe forest fire in the Santa Fe National Forest burns for two months. 1887 was cited by a different source
1893 George Ellis, a Civil War 1, established a 160 acre he d in Las Huertas Canyon. Ellis built a trail from
a S eX pos u re eee the road’s end up Las Huertas Canyon to access his ranch. A trail from La Madera via Lagunita Seca was also used,
) ) 1893 Tijeras was at the junction of primitive roads; East to west through Sedillo to Albuquerque and north to south from
° M to Hoko d Fo ld od Santa Fe through Cedro Canyon.
189410 1904  Mines at Bland & Albemarle in the Jemez were in their most active years
e n ] O n S ] ] n g a n ] e g u ] es 1897 Francisco Duran started homesteading at Piedra Lisa tract in South Fork of del Agua Canyon. He built a house,

fences, & irrigation ditches. This property was later acquired by the Sandia Pueblo who then traded it to the USFS

o S u bt le m e n t'i O n Of Me d a l l'i O n Tre eS 1900 to 1914 Charlorte C, Ellis (daughter of George) collected several hundred different plant species in the Sandia Mins.  She did

this in cooperation with the leading NM plant biologists at the time. Her plant specimens can be found in herbariums
throughout the country.

° W-i ll OSt On FOSM We bs-ite 1906 George Ellis’ son Augie shot the last recorded grizzly bear in the Sandia Mins.
p 1907 H. B. Hammond became the first Forest Ranger for the 100,555 acre Sandia District. Turkeys. deer. & bear were
plentiful. Almost no roads existed in the area at the time
1909 to 1921 “La Luz Mine” in operation (originally named the “Ruppe Mine™ after its owner). Access to the mine was by
precursor to the La Luz Trail.

1909 “Well Country Camp"” was established by Larry Glasebrook, a Chicago physician with tuberculosis (now Hobbies).

2001, 19 Mar 1 found my 1" Medallion Tree on the south Crest Trail. It & many other trees have been named & tagged for an event
that occurred near the date they germinated (GD). Over the years | & other hikers have found over 70 such trees mostly
along Sandia trails. The tags are 2 inch diameter brass or aluminum discs with name & datc engraved on the surface.
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David Blazed Faulty and
North a'uly/Mystery Trails
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David Cored Trees on
Both Sides of Mountains

« Started coring in 1990s

* Cored over 150 trees by February
2008

« |nstalled 80 steel, aluminum, and
brass medallions

 Installed 22 Trail Blaze (TB)
medallions

GPS CO-ORDINATES: NAD 27 DATUM

NAMED & TAGGED TREES IN BOLD PRINT

Revised: 20 Feb 2008

CORED TREES ALONG FAULTY TRAIL & LOWER FEEDER TRAILS

34RTNCTR
I3MOZART
30PINYON
12HAMLET
31LEANER
R CRPSL
CORONADO
PHOSFRUS
HENRY VI
CAPT KID
65SNEXTPI
WASH BIR
FIND WR
STMP ACT
POL LITE
73LOR CB
MARE ANT
LOR STMP
LORNZ LG
21SAPTRE
HUDS BAY
BIN THRM
19APSPNY
11PONDR
39BIGALI
06ALIGTR
72BGPOND
130MUDSP
131MUDSP
QUENCH
WLS FARGO
IMINT
GRNT BRT
LWS CLRK
OHMS LAW
STATULIB
YELSTONE
APOMATIX
28ROTNPI
24BALOON
DELISTAT
26STATON
25CENSUS
OLIVERTW
ERIECNAL

35deg 06.248N
35deg 06.295N
35deg 06.286N
35deg 06.281IN
35deg 06.341N
35deg 06.379N
35deg 06.383N
35deg 06.389N
35deg 06.426N
35deg 06.474N
35deg 06.476N
35deg 06.489N
35deg 06.980N
35deg 06.997N
35deg 07.332N
35deg 07.437N
35deg 07.476N
35deg 07.467N
35deg 07.462N

35deg 07.45277 106deg 23.75877 -

35deg 07.506N
35deg 07.500N
35deg 07.501N
35deg 07.501N
35deg 07.553N
35deg 07.563N
35deg 07.984N
35deg 07.684N
35deg 07.693N
35deg 08.214N
35deg 08.361N
35deg 08.375N
35deg 08 380N
35deg 08.355N
35deg 08.390N
35deg 08.399N
35deg 08.384N
35deg 08.380N
35deg 08.357N
35deg 08.394N
35deg 08.397N
35deg 08.443N
35deg 08.448N
35deg 08.806N
35deg 08.553N

106deg 23.922W
106deg 23.911W
106deg 23 898W
106deg 23 $88W
106deg 23 861W
106deg 23.798W
106deg 23.793W
106deg 23 804W
106deg 23 788W
106deg 23.823W
106deg 23 822W
106deg 23 819W
106deg 23.785W
106deg 23.798W
106deg 23 852W
106deg 23 829W
106deg 23.814W
106deg 23.796W
106deg 23.783W

106deg 23 602W
106deg 23.592W
106deg 23.569W
106deg 23.588W
106deg 23.459W
106deg 23 462W
106deg 23.521W
106deg 23.080W
106deg 23.091W
106deg 23 450W
106deg 23.392W
106deg 23.402W
106deg 23.405W
106deg 23.369W
106deg 23.399W
106deg 23 411W
106deg 23.379W
106deg 23.375W
106deg 23.326W
106deg 23.381W
106deg 23.379W
106deg 23.398W
106deg 23 408W
106deg 23.290W
106deg 23.054W

73561
7392t
7392ft
7382t
7410t
74311t
7420ft
74361t
74161t
74741t
7479t
74771
75611t
75561t
7698ft
76461t
76341t
7610ft
7598ft

#34 no name Pinyon / rotten center (before 1686)

#13 Mozart’s 1* symphony @ age 8 yrs (1764)

#30 pinyon(circa 1720) @ Hobbies Tr Jet

#12 Hamlet 1st performance Tree (1601)

#31 Pinyon leaner (1673)

#64 Red Corpuscle Tree (1668)

#32 Coronado Expedition Tree (1541)

#63 Phosphorous Tree (1669)

#33 King Henry VI Crowned Tree (1422)

#66 Captain Kidd Hanged Tree (1701)

#65 Pinyon next to #66 (circa 1720)

#107 Washington’s Birth Tree (1732, 1957 LS)
#42 Start French & Indian War Tree (1757)

#41 Stamp Act Tree (1765), Red Hill Saddle

#40 Polarization of Light Tree (1678)

#73 Large Ponderosa in Lorenzo can bot (circa 1800)
#23 Marie Antoinette Guillotined (1793, died 2005)
#228 Lorenzo Log rotting stump

#22 Lorenzo Log Water Trough (1630/tree cut 1920)

75408 #21 Douglas fir in canyon bettom (bad core)

75471
7536ft
75211t
7547f
74411t
7444t
76441t
7124t
7136ft
75671t

#20 Hudson Bay Co Tree (1670), APS Ridge

#7 Binomial Theorem Tree (1663), APS Ridge

#19 APS Trail unnamed pinyon tree (circa 1735)

#11 no name, ponderosa (1676), APS Rdg

#39 Very big alligator juniper east of Faulty Tr

#6 Alligator juniper 60ft north of very big alligator
#72 Big ponderosa S. of Cole Spr Saddle (circa 1794)
#130 Ponderosa 251t south of Mud Spring (1 core)
#131 Ponderosa 25ft north of Mud Spring (1 core)
#ME3 Bent trunk (core), Next to Gentian Spring

7513ft #15 Wells Fargo & Co Tree (1852), Phantom CB

75291t
75381t
7495ft
75701t
75461t

#17 1* Mint Tree (1791), Phantom Creek CB

#16 U.S.Grant Birth Tree (1822), Phantom CB
#14 Lewis & Clark Tree (1804), Phantom Canyon
#9 Ohm’s Law Tree (1827)

#8 Statue of Liberty Tree (1885)

75131t #27 Yellowstone N. P. Tree (1872)

7524ft
7482t
75881t
7523ft
7544t
75241t
7528ft
73154

13

#10 Appomattox Tree (1865), Lee surr to Grant
#28 Rotten center pinyon pine (before 1835)

#24 1 Balloon Flight Tree (1783)

#4 Delaware 1* State Tree Stump (1787 / DD1996)
#26 Grand Central Station Tree (1913)

#25 First US Census Tree (1790) ’

#ME2 Oliver Twist Pinyon (no core)

#49 Erie Canal - Start Constr (1817), old Can Tr
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David’s Coring Tools and Results

File: TreeRngM.WK4

02/07/92 PLUS 10yrs MISC TREE CORM.WK4
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Tree Cores Donated to Science

* Given to Thomas W. Swetnam,
Regents Professor of
Dendrochronology, Emeritus

« Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research,
University of Arizona, Jemez — LT
Mountains Tree-Ring Lab [ — i — e A AL SR AR U AR A
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Medallion Trees Locate
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Most Medallion Trees Near Trails

Friends of the Sandia Mountains

Sandia Mountain's 84 Medallion Treas
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Some Trees Have Fared Better than Others
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Some Medallions
Missing or Stolen

David feared this would

happen.
Replicas installed (and

stolen) in some cases.

Original medallion
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Someone’s not-so-exact
replica

Jamey Browning’s near-
exact replica
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Google Search Yields Lots of Hits

5 sandia medallion trees X

The Gentle Art Of Wandering

hittps://gentleartatwandering.com + looking-for-medallio...
Looking for Medallion Trees on the Faulty Trail
fMay 9, 202D — The Sandia Mountains. immediataly aast of
Albuquerque, have several dozen if not over 100 Medallion Trees.
Thay ara very large trees that ...

o Facebook
https//www.facebook.com » Facebook Groups £
Sandia Medallion Trees
IThe Sandia Medallion Trees Facebook group Is a community for hikers and nature
enthusiasts to discuss and explore the medallion trees in the Sandia ...

‘ Friends of the Sandia Mauntains
https://friendsofthesandias.org » links  :
Links
One of the missing medallions, Robert Il Growned King of Scotland Tree, is an
display at the Sandia Ranger Station having been removed by the Forest Service ...

© dogofthedesert
httpsz//www.dogofthedesert.net » 2020/10/12 + the-medal...
The medallion trees in the Sandia Mountains

Oct 12, 2020 — If you hike in the Sandia Mountains, you may have encountered a tree with a small
laluminum disk at eye height, The disk provides an approximate ...

E Albuquerque Journal
hitps//www.abgjoumal.com » lifestyle
The Sandia's mysterious Medallion Trees mark ...
Jul 20, 2025 — A Medallion Tres, sach of which is marked with a8 brass tag that lists
lits garmination date and a corraspanding histarical event,

Atlas Obscura
httpsy//www.atlasobscura.com » places » sandia-medallio... :
Sandia Medallion Trees

Oct 23, 2024 — There are tree medallions located along several trails in the
|Sandias, including La Luz, South Crest Trail, Faulty Trail, and North Mystery ...

AllTrails
https://www.alltrails.com » &na Gonzalez » Lists i
ll--l_m-_ ) . o] i W COX

(5 sandia medallion trees x &
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The Sandia's mysterious Medallion Trees mark ...
Jul 20, 2025 — A Medallion Trae. each of which is marked with a brass tag that lists
its germination date and a comesponding historical event.

Atlas Obscura
https.www.atlasobscura.com » places » sandia-medaliio... §
Sandia Medallion Trees

Oct 23, 2024 — There are tree medallions located along several trails in the
Sandias, including La Luz, South Crest Trall, Faulty Trall, and North Mystery ..,

AllTrails
https:/Awww.alltrails.com + Ana Gonzalez » Lists §
Medallion Trees | List

Explore Medallion Trees - view hand-curated trail maps and driving directions as well
as detailed raviews and photos from hikers, campers and nature lovers ..,

Albuguergque Senior Centers' Hiking Groups (ASCHG)
& https:/faschg.org » wp-content » uploads » Albuquer..,
On the trail of the medallion trees
Sep 10,2018 — By some counts, there have been as many as 88 documented medailion trees, maybe
even twice as many more once, scattered along the trails ...
4 pages

aue

© Jennifer Bohnhoff
https://jenniferbohnhoff.com > the-mystarious-medallion-... |

The Mysterious Medallion Trees of the Sandia ...

Sep 29, 2023 — Medallion trees ars trees that are marked with silver dollar-sized
metal disks. Some are coppeary or brassy, while athers look to be made fram stainless
steal ..

People also search for

Sandia medallion trees map 9 Trees of the sandia mountains Q
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News Articles Have Fed Public Interes

A4 ALBUQUERQUEJOURNAL

A tree rnedalllon in the Sandlas links the

The Santa Fe Trail Tree shows a garmina-

'ed friends find trees, new sti

THE SUNDAY JOURNAL | JULY 20.2025 | SECTIONF

earof  The Grimms' Fairy Tales Tree has a germination date of
wrote 1812, when the brothers’ first volume was released.

The King Henry VI Tree has a germination date of 1422,
the year he became king of England.

tion date of 1821, when the trade route
opened.

tree’s germination date to 1550 and the
reign of England’s Edward VI.

COURTEST OF TOM ARNER

Start Wars of the Roses Tre The Wars
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The Sandia’s mysterious
Medallion Trees

The Coronado
,Ilo: ties the tree’s germination to 1541, 11.. Oliver Wendell Holmee Jr. noe one
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do made his thi lew Mexico. E &
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Facebook Group has 174 Members

Alex Poli - Follow
1Mh Q@

The William Penn Birth Tree has fallen &2

Sandia Medallion Trees

@ Public group + 174 members

CHPR.DaBOSTED:=O st

New Mexico Magazine

September 29 at 10:00 AM - @
Where Is It Wednesday? Give us your best guess. We'll post an answer later today...
...And now for the ANSWER: This is just one of an estimated 88 "medallion trees" in the Sandia
Mountains, this one on the La Luz Trail. They were begun by an unknown person in the 1920s who,
presumably, took core samples, figured out the year the tree germinated, then crafted a medallion
noting a historic event from that year. (Castaway Alexander Selkirk's 1709 rescue inspired Daniel D
to ... See More

(’fJ John Holmes, Debbie Holmes Graham and 42 others 19 Comments 5 S

ooi‘)15 3@ 914 %

Y Like Q) comment S/ Send £> Share

View more answers

John Holmes
That is a great steep hike! Congratulations to your 8 year
old.

1y Like Reply Share

A Valerie Penfold Armer
July 13,2024 - @

Yesterday we hiked out on the Survey Trail to find the Start Wars of the
Roses medallion. We found the huge Douglas fir still standing, although
there is a great deal of dead and down wood above the tree up toward
the Crest trail. That tree is 569 years old! Imagine how many droughts
and fires and bugs it has survived.

September 2, 2025

21



ne Searcher’s Scorecard

Albuquerque Foothills
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‘ Trees found and photographed (75)
‘ Trees likely found and photographed (4)

. Trees not found (3)
@ Trees not searched for (2)

Cibola Natignal Forest

Sandia Mountalns Medallion Trees
Tree numbers based on Version 36 of database (11/27/21)
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Another Searcher’s Record of his Finds

Trees on the West side of the Sandias.
Trees on the East side of the Sandias.
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A Third Searcher’s
Record of his Finds

Collage given to Sam Beard by a
friend who found and photographed
at least 74 medallions.

Photos taken between 2010 and 2015
References Version 36 of the

database
Note Sam’s expression of thanks to
David Holmes at bottom right.
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Forest Service Recognizes Medallion Trees

A MEDALLID
X FRULTY

\ N FAULTY TR. NO. 197

:, \’ ¥ MEDALLION TREE f

Robert Il Medallion on Display in Sandia Planned Sign on Rerouted North Faulty Trail
Ranger Station Pointing to Medallion Tree
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David’s Interests Extended Beyond Sandias
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Medallion tree in
Malpais
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Twisted-grain tree in Malpais Lateral Cambial Growth Plaque at Malpais Debbie Holmes
Cessation in Malpais Crash Site Malpais Me

Septemb



Questions?

David Francis Holmes
1933-2025
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Sandia Crest Highway Then and Now
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Most Medallion Trees Near Trails

Friends of the Sandia Mountains

Sandia Mountain's 84 Medallion Trees
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Malpais Medallion Tree Site
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