
Don Peterson received his PhD in mathematics from the 
University of Oregon and was a Distinguished Member of 
the Technical Staff at Sandia National Laboratories.  

He and Adair, his beloved wife of 60 years, were passionate 
about protecting and enjoying our natural resources. As part 
of the Sierra club, they organized efforts to prevent 
damming of the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon as well 
as helping local areas achieve Wilderness status.  

Don and Adair loved climbing and hiking in their beloved 
Sandia Mountains and were members of the New Mexico 

Mountain Club and Friends of the Sandia Mountains. They loved climbing peaks and 
backpacking in various canyons and mountain ranges all over the world. Their favorite 
place was the Grand Canyon, which they explored from end-to-end often on exploratory 
routes. They were active members of New Mexico Mountain Rescue Council where Don 
served for 30 years helping search for and rescue lost and injured hikers, climbers, and 
victims of aircraft accidents before his death in 2012. 


