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Agenda
September 1st Membership Meeting

• President’s Remarks – Mike Madden
• Projects Report – Sam Beard
• Treasurer’s Report – Scott Dietrich
• Future Programs – Kerry Jones
• Guest Speaker – Bjorn Fredrickson, NM Wild
• Q&As
• Adjourn
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President’s Remarks
Mike Madden

 Highlights Since Last Meeting

• Switchback Thinning Project 80% done, FOSM mopping-up Tues and Thurs
• Sandia Peak Ski Area Trails, trails were cleared in 5 outings!
• Need a Paint Crew Leader
• FOSM t-shirts and hats? 
• Election ballot will go out soon
• New FOSM trifold brochures 
• Nature Journaling Workshop, Sat Sept 12, 8:30-noon at Tijeras Pueblo                       
• National Public Lands Day, Sat Sept 26, 9-1pm at the RS 
• East Mountain Celebration, Sun Sept 27, 1-4pm at Los Vecinos CC 
• East Mountain H.S. Donation Wood Project, Oct 7 at Balsam Glade



September 1, 2026 www.friendsofthesandias.org

Friends of the 
Sandia Mountains

President’s Remarks
Mike Madden

Welcome, New Members Since June 1st!
Christopher French – August 31
Timothy Nipper – August 15
Deirdre Kann* – August 8
Jan Chytilo – August 8
Lynn Bender – July 28
Courtnee Bennett – July 24
Teresa McGrew – July 21
Ann Ruhnka – July 20
Kathryn McSorley – July 20
Paul Eichel – July 20
Erin Gaddis – July 12
Andre Huffmire – July 10
Jen Reilly – July 2
Patricia Steele – July 1
Bradley Bryan* – June 29
Kay Burns – June 28
Ericka Roman – June 25
Carol Chorniak – June 24
Ryan Jackson – June 20
Ralph Wrons – June 14
Rebecca Harris – June 5

Memberships by Level
Life Sponsor* – 69
Individual – 63
Family – 20
Sustaining – 8
Sponsor – 3
Benefactor – 7

Total Memberships – 176

(+6 since July 21st)

(+19 past year)
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Projects Report
Sam Beard, Projects Chair

Number of Project Days in August
• Trail Maintenance: 2 Days
• Trail Construction: 8 Days (includes Tuesdays) 
• Painting and Graffiti Removal: 5 Days
• General Projects: 5 Days 
• Total Days  20
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General Projects Report
Sam Beard, Team Leader

Projects Completed in August:

• 8/1: Sharpened chain saw chains at SRD Shop
 

• 8/5: Felled/bucked 5 hazard trees (11-16” diam)
in lower Cienega PA 

• 8/12: Felled/bucked 7 hazard trees (8-23” diam) in Capulin PA

• 8/19: Felled/bucked 5 hazard trees (up 27” diam) in Capulin PA

• 8/26: Brushed entrance area and felled/bucked hazard tree 
in Capulin PA

 
 Volunteers: Michael Arndt, Sam Beard, Dan Benton, Jerry Carroll, 
 Sim Cook, Cliff Giles, Chuck Logan, Lorna Morrow, Steve Roholt,  
 Eric Russell
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Painting and Graffiti Removal Report
Sam Beard, Team Leader

Work Days in August:

• 8/15 & 8/16: Filled decayed places in two La Cueva PA CCC 
 restroom doors with epoxy putty 

• 8/21 & 8/25: Painted south/north sides of Tijeras Pueblo 
 Archeological Site sign brown and white

• 8/22: Removed graffiti at three sites at Crest, one tag at 
 Ellis, and one at 10K North TH

Volunteers: Sam Beard, Jamey Browning, Sim Cook, Cliff Giles
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Trail Maintenance Report
Bob Lowder & Byron Garner, Team Leaders

Work Days in August:

• 8/17: 10K South and Challenge Trails
 removed mostly rotten log + several dead
 leaners

8/31: Madera Locura Trail
 12-14” diam. + 4 dead leaners

Volunteers: Sim Cook, Byron Garner, Bob Lowder, 
David McCreery, Rav Nicholson, Cleve Sharp
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Trail Construction Report
Laura Leon, Team Leader

Projects in August

• Trail reconstruction Sandia Crest Hazard Tree & Fuels Reduction Project
o Switchback Trail (8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27)  +  Tuesdays (8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25)

Volunteers: Claudia Bergsohn, Silke Bletzer, Luis Cuadros, Byron Garner, Erin Gaddis, Bruce Hansche, 
Jim Houle, Kerry Jones, Laura Leon, John McNett, Eric Messerschmidt, Bill Perkins, Eric Russell, 
Rifka Stern, Kent Towler plus Jen and Chris with SRD; Dallas Duckworth with BLM, Sue Harrelson with NMVFO
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Future Programs
Kerry Jones

• October 6, 2026 – Sandra Arazi-Coambs, USFS Zone Archaeologist
FOSM year-end meeting and election



September 1, 2026 www.friendsofthesandias.org

Friends of the 
Sandia Mountains

Tonight’s Speaker
Mike Madden

Speaker: Bjorn Fredrickson, Conservation Director, NM Wild
 
• Bjorn grew up in Seattle, Washington and spent his childhood and young adult years frequenting 

public lands across the West 
• B.A and M.S. degrees in environmental studies and science from Yale University, as well as a 

graduate certificate in wilderness management from the University of Montana
• 13 years working with the U.S. Forest Service, with positions focused on the management of 

recreation, wilderness, wild & scenic rivers, commercial uses and infrastructure, archaeology, and 
minerals in Washington DC, Washington State, California, and New Mexico

• Bjorn joined the team at New Mexico Wild in 2023 and is engaged heavily in the organization’s 
federal lands advocacy, public lands defense, and stewardship work
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